
 
 

For Immediate Release: November 4, 2020 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Advisory - Modoc Remains in Yellow Tier, 

but Should Anticipate Moving up Tiers Next Week 

Alturas, CA – For the last several weeks, Modoc County has remained in Tier 4, the yellow tier, of California’s 
Blueprint for a Safer Economy; however, within the last week, Modoc County has experienced a higher case rate of 
COVID-19 and as a result, we are in jeopardy of not meeting the State’s metric to remain in the yellow tier.   

On August 28, the state introduced its Blueprint for a Safer Economy, a four-tier framework by which counties are 
measured for loosening and tightening restrictions on social activities and business operations. A county must 
spend at least 21 days in any tier before advancing to a less restrictive one.  

Moving up to Tier 3, the orange tier, would set the following limitations: 

● Outdoor gatherings of up to 200 people and indoor gatherings of up to 25% capacity or 100 people, 
whichever is fewer. This includes movie theaters, churches, cultural ceremonies. The State generally 
prohibits other gatherings. 

● Indoor dining up to 25% capacity or 100 people, whichever is fewer. 
● Indoor museums up to 50% capacity 
● No capacity limitation for malls and other retail businesses. 

 

It is not in the interest of the public health of 
communities to close or restrict entire business sectors 
on the basis of such a small number of cases, and in 
some situations, a small swing in a week over week 
case counts can move a county from yellow tier all the 
way to purple tier. Because the state wants to avoid 
swift shifts in tier status based on small absolute case 
number changes, we are creating an alternate case 
assessment measure to apply to small counties. Small 
counties are defined as having fewer than 106,000 
residents. Due to this, Modoc County did not move tiers 
this week. However, as case rates continue to climb we 
are looking at moving toward more restrictive tiers. 

Increasing our COVID-19 testing rates is the main way to assist with lowering the overall case rate, thereby 
preventing the County from moving into more restrictive tiers. “Everyone must do their part to help from 
progressing to more restrictive tiers, get tested, and continue to follow safety measures,” said Stacy Sphar, Health 
Services Director.  

https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/#reopening-data

